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Who am I?
• Technical lead for international waste 

shipments and international engagement
• 26 years and counting
• From waste officer, aerial surveyor, 

producer responsibility lead, enforcement 
lead, advisor to senior advisor for IWS

• Lead on the Basel Convention, Waste 
Tyres Review, inputting into Reg Reform, 
Notified charges, EU Exit, Plastics, Co 
chair for European waste textiles project, 
Waste Ships lead…
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Who are we?
• Environment Agency is the competent authority 

for England
• Manage the two different control systems for the 

import and export of waste from England
• Environment and Business - Provide strategic 

direction to ensure imports and exports of waste 
do not harm people or the environment.

• Collaborate internationally on the Basel 
Convention and high-risk waste streams

• Our team is leading regulatory reform for IWS
• Operational teams cover notification applications, 

compliance monitoring, inspections at exit points, 
illegal waste shipments, repatriations
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The journey for 
today

• Legislation 
• Notification and Article 18 

process
• Predicting the Future 
• MythBusters!
• Q and A
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Glossary of terms
INTERNATIONAL 

WASTE SHIPMENTS 
– IWS

TRANSFRONTIER 
SHIPMENT OF 
WASTE – TFS

NOTIFICATION / 
CONSENT / PRIOR 

INFORMED 
CONSENT / PIC / 

‘SHIPPING UNDER 
TFS’

ARTICLE 18 
(GREEN LIST) 

WASTE, ARTICLE 
18, ANNEX VII

COMPETENT 
AUTHORITY – CA

DEVOLVED 
ADMINISTRATION – 

DA

BASEL 
CONVENTION – BC
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Basel Convention
• Governs the transboundary movement 

and disposal of hazardous waste
• Multilateral Environmental Agreement 

(MEA)
• Came into force in 1992, the UK ratified 

in 1994
• 191 parties – but who isn’t?
• COPs are the governing body of the 

Conventions
• Core principles
• Annexes to the BC cover scope
• Basel ‘Ban’
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UK legislation 
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Complex legal landscape for international 
movements of waste. 

• Waste Shipments Regulations 1013/2006

• Transfrontier Shipment of Waste 
Regulations 2007

• 1418/2007 Green list to non OECD 
controls

• OECD decision

• Use the Waste Exports Control Tool to 
help identify the control

• Uk Waste Shipments Plan



Prior Informed Consent - 
PIC
• All Competent authorities relevant in a proposed movement 

must give their positive consent prior to any movement.
• Transit countries vary in their requirements, and whether 

they allow for tacit consent Control system: Transit issues
• No tacit consent for dispatch and destination CA’s, and no 

response is a ‘no’.
• Applies to waste types in Annexes 1 and 3 (hazardous), and 

Annex 2 (other wastes) of the BC, Annex 8
• Implemented via the WSR in England – Different annex 

numbers – annex 4 covers PIC
• If not listed in the BC / WSR = unlisted = PIC
• All set in legislation– including the Process (art 4), Contracts 

(art 5) Financial Guarantee (art 6) including how its 
calculated, objections (11 and 12) 
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Applying for a 
notification
• Use IWS online for exports
• A fee is chargeable
• Include all information at the point of application
• Checklist is available – email 

askshipments@environment-agency.gov.uk
• We assess them in date of arrival order
• Cannot increase tonnage – can increase shipment 

number for additional fee
• Cannot change route under UK WSR except in 

exceptional circumstances and only with agreement – 
cannot change/add countries at all.

• Check any rules for the other CA’s
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Applying for a 
notification

• Must be producer of the waste, or registered broker / dealer in the UK
• Must demonstrate destination site operates in environmentally sound manner
• General notification  = same waste, same route, same destination
• The financial guarantee must be in place prior to movements
• You may be asked for a second FG by the destination CA
• must pre-notify, must provide the completed movement forms before FG is released 
• Documentation must travel with the waste
•Cannot reuse cancelled shipment numbers
•Use the guidance! Waste: export and import - GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-waste


Complexity of the 
system

• The role of the CA’s, Defra and the BC
• We are not responsible for the questions 

and process of the other CA’s
• Your chemical and physical 

characterization of the waste is critical – 
some wastes are easier than others

• There are no deadlines set in the BC – and 
no response = no. 

• Inconsistency in interpretation – enacting 
legislation is open to interpretation 
especially via a dualist system
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OECD / Non OECD
• If Non – OECD, rules are tighter – Basel Ban on 

hazardous for recovery as well as disposal
• GLW covered by 1418/2007 – cannot be overridden 

unless amended
• Customs controls – enforceable under Article 36
• Check who are OECD members – Chile, Columbia 

and Costa Rica are new.  
• Non OECD includes India, China, Malaysia, 

Indonesia, Vietnam, Pakistan, Bangladesh. 
• Decision was not amended for plastics or WEEE 

amendments – so each interprets differently.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY
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https://catalyst-fp7.idea.kmi.open.ac.uk/news/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Article 18 (green 
list) waste

• Article 18 refers to article 18 of the UK WSR
• Not controlled by the Basel Convention as not hazardous – but some 

non hazardous wastes are controlled by the BC
• Must be clean and uncontaminated – there is no ‘allowed threshold’ – 

it must be sorted etc.
• International standards are not relevant for export legislation 
• You must describe your waste accurately – if there is contamination, it 

is not GLW
• Must have a contract in place for the Annex VII to be valid.
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Future 
Developments
•Global changes
• Digital systems and improvement to PIC at 

the global level – BC working groups
• Guidance on waste tyres, batteries, cooling, 

TV screens from BC
• More wastes being controlled under PIC – 

plastics, WEEE, RDF.. What next? Textiles?
• Changes to waste operations codes in 2030
• Changes to HS codes
• EU WSR from May 2026
• Other overseas changes?
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Form
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Future 
Developments
•UK changes
• Article 18 consultation – due March 2026
• Article 18 movement information to be 

provided to the EA from July 2026
• Digital waste tracking from 2027
• Wider waste regimes changes inc. CBD 

system, simpler recycling, pEPR, Taskforce 
and policy plans.
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EU WSR from May 2026
• EA not changing any of our systems / legislation / 

processes
• Exports from the EU to third countries (including GB) 

will be more strictly controlled
• All notification and annex VII’s will need to be provided 

digitally via DIWASS – and they may differ from GB
• B3011 is notifiable, and prohibited to non OECD 

countries
• Audits of sites are necessary including to OECD
• Be aware that notifications not consented to by 21 

May 2026 may need to be restarted – out of our 
control – speak to the relevant CA in the EU

• Anything transshipped via the EU will be under EU 
Rules – considering your routing
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• The EA is washing in money! You’re charging too much for notifications

• Why don’t we just adopt the EU WSR?

• Can’t we just have a trusted trader scheme?

• Why do inspections vary?

• What is your enforcement policy?

• Improving the digital system
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Useful links and comms

•Waste Operator information form 
https://forms.office.com/e/Fch5EVegmb  
•Mailing list for article 18 / reg reform 
https://forms.office.com/e/Bn411pGri6
•Consultation will be published on Defra - Citizen Space
•Stakeholder forum – contact Paul Sanderson – Recycling 
Association
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Q & A

Contact:

About reforms : 
WasteShipmentReforms@envir
onment-agency.gov.uk

About IWS : 
Askshipments@environment-ag
ency.gov.uk

About Waste tyres : 
wastetyresreview@environment
-agency.gov.uk
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